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in Three High Schuols in Anderson, South Carolina, 1973 1/

Virlys A, Boyd and Hancy J. Pet tiqn;w.‘?:./

»

§§§qu0und

buring the course of participating in Suuthern fegional Rescarch Pro-
juct S-&1, “Development, of Human Resource Potentials of Rural Yuulh in the
South and Their Patterns of Mobility,” data have bLeen collected that pro-
vide an opportunity to compare the educational and occupational aspirations
of students who have elected to attend a vocatiunal high school with other
students in the same geographic locality who are attending 'regular’ high
scanols, ’

ED116857

The focale  involved is School District Five orf Ancerson County South
Carolina. This school district is made up of the city of Anderson and its
immediate environs., In twc of the threc high schools in the district (Hanna
and Westside) students follow traditional gencral and college preparatory
curriculs while the students in the third high school (Hcbuffie) comprise a
select group in that they choose to attend HicDuffie because of itc vocational
prograr. -

Srudent Sclection Progess

Students arc assigned to attend cither Hawna or Yestside according to
their place of residence with Honna being located in the northeast side of
tne district and Yestside on the southwest side., Students from any part of
the district may clect to attend McDuffie.

The process by which studeats are selected to attend HeDuffic s as .
follous: -

}. During the school year, guidance counsclors from McDuftie present
to all niatn grade students in the School District a slide program expiaining
the twelve vocational programs offered at Meluffic.

2. 1In the second step, all ninth graders in the district attend an
oricmtation session at HcDuffie High. This session includes a description of
the programs at MeDuffie and a tour with student quides during which the ninth :
graders see physical facilitics and students in action in the buelve vocational
pragrame conducted alggicbuffic,

1/ Paper presented at the Rural Sociology Scction of the Annual Meeting of 3
D> the Soutiern fssociation of Agricultural Scientists, Hobile,Alabana, February
f';\‘l 2=k, 1976. .
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2/ fissociate Professor and Agricultural Resedreh Associate, Lupartment of
f Agrlcu!tursl Lconomice and Rural Socicloqgy, Cleuson University, roeupectively.
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2. After this urientation scssion, interegted students mdre applica~
tion to attend HcDuffic the following year. In this application, the students
indicale their first and second choice of vocational program at Mehuffie.

They also provide information about first scmester (ninth grade) grades,
sttendance records, and achievenent and aptitude test scores,

ool

b, Counselors from HcDuffie conduct personal interviews at the junior
high schools with cach of the applicants.

5. The Selection Comaittec at Mchuffie considers all applicants. Ap-
plicants are accepted wi thin the physical limitations of the facilitiec. For i
the past several years, the number of applicants has excecded the facilities,
Rejections hawe been based primarily on failing grades and pocr _ttendance
records of the applicants, '

Purgose
14

The purpose of this paper is to compare the cducational and occupational
aspirations and expectations of tenth grade students in a vocational high
school with those of tenth grade students in "normal” high schools in the
saric geoyraphic areca.

Source of Uata

As stated above, the data were collccted during the school yjear of 1972
as a part of Southern ﬁe?ional Research Project §-51. More detailed infor-
f-_ion on South Carolina's participation in this project is tncluded in a
previous report 3/. All tenth-araders present on the day of the interview
in the three schools are included in the report. Ho attempt was made to
secure data from students absent on the gay uf the interview., The distri-
bution of the students interviewed in the tchools by color and ses iy shown
in Table 1.

Occupational Aspirations

The open-ended question used to determine oc¢cupational aspirations was
stated as follows: "If you were complately free to chouse any jub, what would
you desire most as yeur lifetime job?'" Respondents were requested to list
specific jobs rather than to give general answers such as "work at the mill',
Jobs listed were coded into an adaptation of the Bureau of Census classifica~
tion. Jobs such as professional athletes and entertainers were classified as
“glarour! and aspirations for jobs in lhe armed services uere listed as
"military'. The distribution of accupational aspirations of the students by

3/ Boyd, Virlyn A., “Aspirations, Cxpectations, and Attitudes of South
Carvlina Hign School Students," AE 335, Depariment of Agricultural Econonics
and Rural Sociology, South Carolina Agricultural Liperiment Station, Clemson
University, Clemson, South Larolina, September 137Q,
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Tairle 1. Distrivution of Tenth=Crade Studends in tae Three High Schools in
fwidersun County, Swuth Caroling, by Color wod Sex, 1372,

e e o e o W a———, . — v S T s e e o gt e —— ——

All Schools Honna § Vestside Hebuffie
. Hiumber Percent ilamber Percent Humber Percqg£

ATl studeats -~ .

Tutal 735 1656.0 611 77.8 174 22,2

Hale 330 1090.0 296 77.9 - 8h 22.1

Femalz 405 160.0 319 77.8 90 22.2
Uhite students

Total 642 100.0 436 75.7 156 24,3

Hale 316 109,90 236 Tk 80 25.3

Female 326 100.0 250 76.7 76 23.3
Honwhi te students /

Total " jk3 100.0 125 87.4 18 12,6

Hale 6 100.0 G0 93,4 ] 6.2

Female - 79 100.0 . .65 62.3 14 17.7

color is included in Table 2. Mot surprisingly, a higher proportion of the
white males at Hanna and Mestside than at McDuffie aspired to jobs classified
as professional and technical. Conversely, jobs classified as craftswen apd
operatives were chosen by a disproportionate number of the white males at
HcDuffie. The small number of black males choosing to go to Westside precluded
comparing of cccupational aspirations of nonwhite males by choice of school.

The major disparities in the occupational aspirations of the female students
were that a higher proportion of female tenth-graders at Hanna and Yestside
chose occupations classified as professional and glawcur. The Mebuffie girls
disproportionately chose jobs in the categories of clerical and sales and ser-
vice workers.

Occupational Lxpectations

As @ part of the rescarch in the $5~81 project, an attempt has been made
to distinguish between aspirations and exnectations. The responses to the
question concerning what jobs the students actually expected to have vhen they
became adults are summarized in Table 3. Exawmination of the data on occupa~
tional asupirations (Table 2) and occupational cxpectations (Table 3) indicate
that the latter are more realistic. For example, the proportion expecting
"glamour' occupations is lower than those aspiring to these occupations. Sim-
ilarly, a nuch higher proportion of all sex and color groups expect jobs in
the classification of clurical and sales and operatives than aspire to jobs
in those categories.
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- choice of a vocational high school.

Educational Aspirations

The data on educational aspirations were obtained from the responses
to the question: '"If you could have as much schooling as you desire,
which of the following would you do? ({Gircle only one number):

Quit school right now.

Complete high school.

. Complete a business, commercial, electronics, or some other technical
program after finishing high school.

Graduate from junior college (2 years).

Graduate from a college or university.

Complete additional studies after graduating from a college or
university,"

Y
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The students who elected to attend the vocational high school indicated
lower educational aspirations than did those students enrolled in the other
twe high cchools. These data are presented in Table 4. For all color and
sex groups, a larger proportion of the McDuffie students did not express a
desire for any education beyond high school. Conversely, except for black
females, a higher proportion of students at Honna and Westside than at
McDuffie indicated a desirec to go to graduate school. In general, the
gxpressed vducational aspirations of these students are congruent with their

Educational Expectations

In addition to educational aspirations, respondents were requested to WA
indicate the level of education they expected to achieve. Answers to this
question summarized in Table 5 are in the same general pattern as those for
educational aspirations in the previous table. Educational expectations
#re somewhat Jower than aspirations. A larger proportion of the students
at Hanna and Westside aspire to and expect to achieve more formal education
than do the students. at McDuffie. ‘

Conclusions

The data presented in this paper support the hypothesis that the educa-
tional and occupaticnal aspirations of students who elect to attend a
vocational high school differ from those of students attending conventional
high schools. A lower proportion of students in the vocationdl high school
indicated @ job preterence for the professional and technical occupations. 3
This was true of all color and sex groups except the nonwhite males where
the small number precludes drawiag any conclusions. Amung both white and -
nonwhite femaies, a larger proportion of the vocational students expressed
an aspiration for jobs classed as clerical and sales and as service workers.

With regard .to educational aspirations, with the exception of nonwhite
females, a smaller proportion of the vocational students indicated an
interest in college and graduate school. Conversely, more of the vocational

red
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high =choo! stedents indicated the desire to end their formal training
with high school or vocational school.

Thesc reéponses are not unexpected but they do indicate that the
students choice of a vocational curriculum in high school is congruent with
their educational and occupational aspirations.




